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WEST BALCATTA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Statement by Member for Balcatta 

MR C.D. HATTON (Balcatta) [12.57 pm]: Today I ask the house to recognise West Balcatta Primary School, a 
local school in my electorate that was recently awarded the honour of being named WA Primary School of the 
Year for 2012. The school was opened in 1977, and over the years it has developed an outstanding reputation for 
excellence. The school’s leadership team, headed by the principal, Mr Julian Vinciullo, applies expert 
instructional leadership skills and strategies. Visibility, communication and organisation are key elements to the 
school’s operation. The school’s leadership is grounded in traditional values and beliefs that respect teacher 
professionalism, yet is sufficiently flexible to respond to the complex demands of managing a school in the 
twenty-first century. The dedicated teaching staff at West Balcatta are professional, approachable and focused on 
achieving the best possible outcomes for all students. They ensure a nurturing learning environment in which 
children are motivated and challenged through a vigorous academic curriculum. Parents express high levels of 
satisfaction with the quality of communication relating to student progress, options for student support and 
opportunities for becoming involved in the life of the school. Strong bonds and social connectedness strengthen 
the health and wellbeing of students, staff and parents.  

West Balcatta Primary School encourages children to make positive choices. Outstanding behaviour is 
consistently acknowledged and publicly recognised through various individual awards and team rewards, 
evidencing the success of the school’s philosophy of cooperation and courtesy. In 2012, the Department of 
Education’s expert review group endorsed the status of West Balcatta Primary School as a school demonstrating 
exemplary performance.  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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